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Mr. Baxter, from the committee on propositions and grie-

vances, reported

H. 63, Mr. Chambers' bill to amend the Eevised Code,

chapter 26, Literary Fund and Common Schools, with the

recommendation that it do not pass. Also,

H. 81, Mr. Foy's bill to prevent certain persons from fish-

ing in Onslow county, with the same recommendation.

Mr. Kerr, from the committee on the judiciary, to whom
had been referred

H. 83, Mr. Dancy's bill to amend the constitution so as to

abolish the religious disqualification of Jews, reported as fol-

lows, in writing

:

" The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred

House bill, No. S3, to repeal so much of section 2nd of article

4th of the amended constitution of North-Carolina as prohib-

its persons of the Jewish or Isrealitish faith from holding of-

fices of profit or trust in the State, have had the same under

consideration, and beg leave to submit thereon, the following

:

" The committee are of opinion that the principle on which

the bill is founded, is correct. No person should be proscribed

or placed under any civil disabilities on account of religious

faith. Religion is a matter which concerns us all as individ-

uals. It is not the proper subject of the cognizance of civil

tribunals. God alone, the maker and searcher of hearts, has

the right to judge an intelligent and accountable creature on

account of the religious faith by which such creature is gov-

erned. When government assumes the right to interpose in

this behalf, it usurps the prerogative of the Almighty, and vio-

lates the most sacred privilege of man. The provision of the

constitution proposed to be abrogated by the bill, was inserted

at a period when the principles of religious liberty were very

imperfectly understood in North-Carolina. It is a relic of an

age of bigotry and intolerance, unfit to be associated in our

fundamental law with the enlightened principles of republi-

can government, which constitute the basis of our institutions.

It is condemned by all generous minds—condemned by the

spirit of the age in which we live— and, above all, condemn-

ed by the precepts of the Gospel, which inculcates " peace


